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ANNUAL  HE  PORT. 


To  the  Honorable  C.  B.  Penrose, 

Speaker  of  (he  Senate : 

Sir: — In  compliance  with  the  requisiiions  of  the  law,  I  have  the 
honor,  herewith,  to  transmit  the  Seventh  Annual  Report  of  the  vSuper- 
iiileiident  of  Common  Schools. 

FRS.  R.  SHUNK. 

Secretary’s  Office,  / 

February  20,  1841.  ) 


To  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representatives  of  the  Commonwealth 

of  Pennsylvania : 

Gen  tlemen  : — In  makiiur  the  seventh  annual  report  of  ilie  Siiper- 
intendcnt  of  Common  School.s,  it  is  proper  to  state  that,  bv  the 
School  Law  of  1836,  the  annual  report  was  directed  to  be  made  for 
the  year  ending  on  the  31st  December,  but  by  the  Act  of  21st  April, 
1840,  it  is  required  to  be  made  for  the  year  ending  on  the  first  Alon- 
day  of  June. 

As  the  last  annual  report,  whicli  was  ioade  under  the  former  law, 
included  the  year  ending  on  the  3 1st  December,  1839,  the  period 
properly  lielo-iging  to  this  report  is  bve  months,  to  wit:  from  the  Lst 
of  Janu  iry  to  tlie  first  tMonday  of  June,  1840;  but  it  was  thought 
best  to  make  it  for  a  full  year  and  e.nbrace  seven  months,  which  had 
been  included  in  the  last  report. 

This  alteration  in  the  time  of  closing  the  annuial  report  was  male 
to  correspond  with  the  school  year,"*^  and  in  order  that  the  directors 
miglit  have  ample  time  for  making  out  the  district  reports,  and  trans¬ 
mitting  tliem  to  the  Superintendent,  to  enable  him  to  make  his  anmial 
report  to  the  Legislature  at  the  commencement  of  the  session — al¬ 
though  the  usual  delay  in  receiving  these  district  reports  has  this  v'car 


*  Note. — The  School  year  terminates  on  the  first  Monday  in  June,  Thus 
the  School  year  1840,  terminates  on  the  first  Monday  of  June,  1840. 
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occurred,  there  is  good  reason  to  believe  that  the  new  rule  will  be 
observed  hereafter. 

'The  following  summary  shows  the  proceedings  under  the  School 
law,  for  the  year  ending  on  the  first  Monday  of  June,  1840.  It  cor¬ 
responds  with  the  summary  contained  in  the  last  report,  being  made 
principally  as  already  stated  for  the  same  period  ;  as  respects  the 
fun  is,  the  two  statemetjts  are  necessarily  identical,  being  both  made 
for  the  ISchoo!  year  1840. 

School  Districts. 

'Idle  whole  number  of  School  districts  in  the  Stale,  on  the  first 
Monday  of  June,  1840,  exclusive  of  the  city  and  county  of  Philadel¬ 
phia,  was  ten  hundred  and  Jiftij:  of  which  there  were  accepting  dis¬ 
tricts  which  had  then  received,  for  the  School  year  1840,  their  share 
of  the  annual  State  appropriation,  eight  hundred  and  sixty-seven. 
Number  of  accepting  districts  which  had  not  then  received  their  share 
of  the  annual  State  appropriation,  twenty. 

Schools. 

Tlie  number  of  Schools  in  the  accepting  districts,  during  the 
School  year  1840,  was  five  thousand  six  hundred  and  forty-nine. 

The  average  time  the  Schools  were  open  during  the  year  was. 
Jive  months  and  eight  days. 

The  number  of  Schools  yet  required  in  those  districts  is,  seven 
hundred  and  thirty-seven. 

Teachers. 

The  number  of  male  teachers  employed  during  the  year  was,  jTowr 
thousand  four  hundred  and  eighty-eight. 

The  number  of  female  teachers  employed  during  the  year  was, 
two  thousand  and  fifty. 

Average  salaries  of  the  male  teachers  per  month,  $19  39| 

Average  salaries  of  l!ie  female  teachers  per  month,  12  03 

Scholars. 

The  whole  number  of  male  scdiolars  in  the  schools,  during  the  year 
was,  one.  hundred  forty  one  thousand  one  hundred  and  twenty- 
four. 

The  whole  num])er  of  female  scholars  in  the  schools,  during  the 
year  was,  one  hundred  thirleen  thousand  seven  hundred  and  eighty- 
four. 

'Fhe  whole  number  of  scholars  was,  two  hundred  and  ffty-four 
thousand  nine  hundred  and.  eight. 

Tiie  average  number  of  srdiolars  in  each  school  was,  411. 

Tiio  average  cost  of  each  scholar  per  quarter  was,  $l  36,1 

The  wliole  number  of  scliolars  receiving  instruction  in  the  German 
language,  was  three  thousand  six  hundred  and  forty  four. 
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Funds. 

The  whole  amount  of  Stale  appropriation  for  1840, 

was,  $350,001  00 

Of  which  there  was  paid  to  the  city  and  county  of 

Philadelphia,  49.283  00 


Balance,  300,778  00 

Amount  due  for  1840,  to  163  non-accepting  districts,  40,092  00 

State  appropiiation  for  1840,  to  887  accepting  dis¬ 
tricts,  $254,080  00 

The  tax  assessed  for  school  purposes,  in  887  accept¬ 
ing  disiiiets  for  1840,  is,  395,918  00 

Whole  amount  of  school  fund,  in  the  accepting 

districts,  for  the  school  year  1840,  $650,004  00 


School  Houses. 

Whole  number  of  school-houses  in  use,  in  1840,  was,  5,494 

Number  of  school-houses  yet  required,  8b7 

Amount  paid  in  1840,  for  building,  purchasing,  rent¬ 
ing,  aiid  repairing  school-houses,  $101,384  06 

Provision  is  made  in  the  13ih  section  of  the  School  law  of  1836, 
and  the  12ih  section  of  the  supplement  of  1838,  for  lioklmg  elections 
in  accepting  districts,  on  the  first  Tuesday  in  May,  1837,  and  on  the 
same  day,  in  every  third  year  thereafter,  to  decide  whether  the  Com¬ 
mon  School  System  shall  be  continued  or  not.  The  year  1840, 
being  the  third  year,  elections  were  held  on  the  first  Tuesday  of  May 
last,  in  a  great  number  of  the  accepting  districts,  and  in  seventy,  a 
majority  of  the  votes  given,  decided  that  the  system  should  not  be 
continued  ;  which  decision,  if  not  reversed,  at  the  annual  election  in 
March  next,  takes  effect  on  the  first  Monday  of  June  next.  It  is 
proper  to  atld,  that  at  the  hist  annual  election,  fifteen  of  the  non-ac¬ 
cepting  distri(;ts  accepted  the  system  ;  they  will  be  included  in  the 
report  for  the  school  year  1841. 

The  schools  in  the  city  and  county  of  Philadelphia,  are  organized 
and  conducted  under  laws  differing  in  detail,  from  those  whicli  regu¬ 
late  the  Common  Schools,  throughout  the  other  parts  of  the  Stale; 
but  their  object  is  the  same — universal  educafion.  The  city  and 
county  are  denominated  the  first  school  district,  which  is  divided  into 
sections,  each  section  is  entitled  to  elect  a  given  number  of  directors, 
who  are  authorized  to  appoint  a  certain  number  of  controllers,  for 
their  respective  sections.  These  controllers,  and  directois,  are  the 
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agents,  for  executing  the  laws  providing  for  general  education,  in  the 
district.  The  law  establishing  the  outlines  of  the  system  of  educa¬ 
tion,  in  the  city  and  county  of  Philadelphia,  was  passed  on  the  3d 
March,  1818.  Like  ail  other  great  systems,  whieii  require  for  their 
successful  operation,  material  changes,  in  the  habits  and  modes  of 
thinking  of  the  people,  it  advanced  slowly  in  securing  that  popular 
favor,  which  it  now  enjoys.  'Fhe  controllers,  in  their  last  annual  re¬ 
port,  dated  September,  1840,  say — “  The  guardians  and  administra¬ 
tors  of  the  system,  in  the  various  sections,  gratified,  as  they  naturally 
are,  by  the  full  success  wliich  now  crowns  their  labors,  have  shown 
no  disposition  to  relax  their  efforts,  but  throughout  the  last  year  have 
been  pressing  forward,  with  redoubled  zeal,  to  purify,  elevate,  and 
extend  these  invaluable  nurseries  of  moral  and  intellectual  cultivation. 
The  attention  of  our  fellow  citizens  is,  at  last,  fully  awakened  to  their 
importance,  and  aroused  to  a  sense  of  the  incalculable  blessings  which 
our  society  is  destined  to  derive  from  the  maintenance  of  this  beauti¬ 
ful  fabric  of  public  instruction.” 

The  controllers  enumerate  the  several  schools,  and  the  number  of 
scholars  in  each,  “which,”  they  say,  “presents  an  aggregate  of 
twenty-one  thousand  nine  hundred  and  sixty-eight  pupils,  who  have 
received  instruction  throughout  the  whole  year,  at  an  average  cost 
of  about  five  dollars  per  annum.” 

The  same  amount  of  State  appropriation,  in  proportion  to  the  num¬ 
ber  of  taxable  inhabitants,  is  paid  to  the  city  and  county  of  Philadel¬ 
phia,  as  is  paid  to  the  accepting  school  districts  throughout  the  State. 

The  total  expenditure  of  the  last  school  year  in  the  city  and  county, 
including  the  cost  of  real  estate  and  school  furniture,  amounted  to 
one  hundred  and  forty-seven  thousand  seven  hundred  and  forty-nine 
dollars  and  forty-four  cents  ;  of  which  there  was  received  out  of  the 
annual  State  appropriation,  the  sum  of  forty-nine  thousand  two  hun¬ 
dred  and  eighty-three  dollars. 

The  schools  next  in  order  which  are  directly  patronised  by  the  Com¬ 
monwealth,  are  academies  and  female  seminaries  ;  those  institutions 
receive  annual  aid  from  the  State  Treasury.  They  are  each  entitled, 
by  the  provisions  of  the  act  of  r2lh  April,  1838,  to  a  sum  averaging 
from  three  to  five  hundred  dollars,  in  proportion  to  the  number  of 
pupils  taught. 

During  the  year  ending  on  the  1st  November,  1840,  thuiy-ihree 
fem'^tle  seminaries,  received  from  the  State  Treasury  the  sum  of 
$9,977  08.  The  table  A,  in  the  appendix  to  this  report,  shows  the 
names  and  location  of  those  female  seminaries,  and  the  sum  received 
by  each. 

Only  twelve  have  forwarded  reports,  for  the  last  year  to  the  Super¬ 
intendent  ;  from  these  it  appears  that  the  average  number  of  pupils 
in  each,  is  forty-three.  The  medium  price  of  tuition  for  one  year,  is 
sixteen  dollars  and  seventy-eight  cents:  and  the  medium  amount  of 
the  whole  expense  of  a  pupil  for  one  year,  including  boarding,  is 
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one  hundred  and  liventy-four  dollars  and  eighteen  cents.  'J’here 
are  seventeen  pupils  in  the  seminaries  which  reported,  who  are  pre¬ 
paring  themselves  for  becoming  teachers  in  common  schools. 

During  the  year  ending  on  the  1st  November,  fifty -seven 

academies  received  from  the  State  Treasury  the  sum  of  $21,237  33. 
The  table  A,  in  the  appendix,  shows  their  location,  and  the  sum  re¬ 
ceived  by  each. 

Reports  for  the  last  year  have  been  received  from  thirty-two  of 
these  acadamies.  The  average  number  of  pupils  in  each  of  those 
which  have  reported,  is  forty-three.  The  medium  price  of  tuition 
for  a  year,  is  sixteen  dollars  and  seventy-one  cents  :  and  the  me¬ 
dium  amount  of  the  whole  expense  of  a  pupil  for  one  year,  includ¬ 
ing  boarding,  is  one  hundred  and  twenty-two  dollars.  The  whole 
number  of  pupils  who  are  reported  to  be  preparing  themselves  to  be¬ 
come  teachers  in  Common  Schools,  is  eighty-seven. 

During  the  year  ending  on  the  1st  November,  1840,  tlie  Univer¬ 
sity  of  Pennsylvania,  and  seven  Colleges,  received  at  the  State 
Treasury,  in  pursuance  of  the  Act  of  the  12th  April,  1838,  the  sum 
of  $6,208  33.  The  table  A,  in  the  appendix,  shows  their  location, 
and  the  sum  received  by  each.  Reports  have  been  received  from  all 
these  institutions. 

During  the  last  year,  there  ^vere  in  the  Colleges  proper,  and  Pre¬ 
paratory  Schools,  one  thousand  six  hundred  and  thirly-nine  stu¬ 
dents.  Sixty-four  students  are  qualifying  themselves  to  become  teach¬ 
ers  in  Common  Schools.  The  medium  price  of  tuition  for  one  year, 
including  fuel  and  contingencies,  is  thirty  four  dollars  and  sixty-nine 
cents.  (In  the  University  tiie  cost  of  tuition  is  seventy-five  dol¬ 
lars.)  The  medium  amount  of  all  the  expenses  of  a  student,  for 
one  year,  including  boarding,  is  one  hundred  seventeen  dollars  and 
fourteen  cents. 

As  full  reports  have  not  been  received,  it  is  impossible  to  state 
with  perfect  accuracy,  the  number  of  scholars  which  were  educated 
in  our  schools  during  the  last  year;  but  an  estimate  approximating  to 
the  truth  may  be  made  from  the  numbers  in  the  schools,  female  se¬ 
minaries,  academies  and  colleges,  which  have  reported.  Calculating 
in  this  way,  the  result  is  as  follo^vs : 

There  were  educated  during  the  last  year. 

In  the  University  and  Colleges,  1,639  pupils. 

In  tlie  Female  Seminaries,  1,430  “ 

In  the  Academies,  2,465  “ 

In  the  Public  Schools  of  the  city  and  county  of  Phila¬ 


delphia, 

In  the  Common  Schools, 


21,968  “ 

254,908  “ 


Grand  total. 


282,410 


As  this  report  for  the  year  ending  in  June  last,  includes  seven 
months  of  the  year  included  in  the  report  made  at  the  last  session, 
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and  as  many  districts  have  made  no  reports,  and  a  number  of  those 
received  are  incomplete,  it  has  been  deemed  proper  not  to  incumber 
this  report  wiih  the  ordinary  voluminous  tables  of  details. 

From  a  review  of  our  system  of  Common  School  education,  since 
its  commencement  in  1834,  and  its  progress  up  to  the  present  period, 
it  will  be  seen  that  we  have  advanced  steadily  and  rapidly  in  its  es¬ 
tablishment;  that  large  expenditures  of  public  money  have  been 
made,  and  large  sums  have  been  collected  from  the  people  for  this 
object;  the  result  is  most  gratifying  to  all  who  feel  a  deep  interest  in 
the  public  welfare,  and  in  the  permanence  of  our  free  institutions, 
but  the  candid  observer  is  constrained  to  admit,  that  our  labor  and 
our  money  have  been  almost  exclusively  devoted  to  the  ineclianical 
part  of  the  system,  to  the  machinery  more  than  the  living  principle 
of  Common  School  education.  We  have  provided  school-houses, 
and  raised  money  for  organizing  schools,  and  employing  teachers, 
but  no  elfective  measures  have  been  taken  to  procure  the  best  teach¬ 
ers  and  provide  for  the  best  mode  of  communicating  physical,  moral, 
and  intellectual  instruction.  The  complaint  comes  from  all  quarters 
that  it  is  ditficiilt,  and  often  impracticable,  to  secure  tlie  services  of  a 
sufficient  number  of  compeitent  teachers.  'J’his  deficiency  deinar»ds 
attention,  and  it  must  be  supplied,  before  Common  Schools  can  accom¬ 
plish  all  the  benevolent  and  patiiotic  purposes,  for  which  they  are 
instituted.  The  most  obvious  and  direct  means  of  providing  compe¬ 
tent  teachers,  is,  by  the  establishment  of  seminaries  for  their  instruc¬ 
tion ;  a  plan  for  effecting  this  object  was  suggested  in  the  last  annual 
report  of  tiie  Superintendent,  to  which  I  respectfully  refer,  for  some 
views  upon  this  interesting  subject.  It  is  true,  as  appears  from  the 
district  reports,  that  the  art  of  teaching  in  our  Common  Schools,  is 
slowly  improving;  but  a  little  reflection  upon  the  subject  will  coi> 
vince  the  judicious  observer,  that  our  system  requires  efficient  aid  to 
elevate  the  standard  of  instruction  where  it  is  low.  A  community, 
in  order  to  appreciate  and  compensate  good  teachers  adequalel}', 
should  be  enlightened  by  tlie  happy  effects  of  their  labors  ;  a  result 
which  can  never  be  produced  by  those  who  are  inefficient  and  incom- 
pete-nt.  It  follows  that  in  those  districts  where  tlie  standard  of  in¬ 
struction  is  once  elevated,  it  will  be  vigorously  sustained,  and  that 
efficient  aid  is  required  in  those  districts  where  the  standard  is  low. 
The  influence  of  an  additional  number  of  teachers,  properly  educated, 
would  soon  produce  a  permanent  and  most  beneficial  effect  upon 
our  system,  and  create  in  it  an  expanding  and  enduring  piinciple  of 
life,  wliicli  would,  at  no  distant  day,  adequately  supply  this  deside¬ 
ratum. 

The  next  subject  that  claims  the  attention  of  the  Legislature,  is, 
the  establishment  of  school  libraries,  in  the  several  districts.  A  small 
annual  appropriation,  to  be  paid  lo  such  districts  as  would  raise  an 
equal  or  greater  sum,  the  whole  lo  be  expended  in  the  purchase  of 
useful  books  upon  subjects  of  general  interest,  would,  in  a  few  years, 
be  the  means  of  creating  libraries  of  useful  knowledge  in  the  several 
districts,  adequate  lo  the  wants  of  an  inquiring  and  intelligent  people. 
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lusiiiiuions  of  this  kind  are  the  legitimate  result,  and  support,  of  a 
we'd  regulated  system  of  C’ommon  Scliool  education.  I’hey  virtu* 
ally  bring  knowledge,  in  iho  most  interesting  and  t^ngaging  form, 
home  to  every  man’s  door;  and  are  calculated,  in  an  eminent  degree, 
to  imjrrove  the  taste,  and  cultivate  and  strengthen  the  moral  and  intel¬ 
lectual  faculties  of  the  people.  'J'he  great  improvements  In  the  art  oT 
priming,  and  the  consequent  leduftion  of  the  price  of  books,  make 
it  an  easy  matter,  for  every  school  tlislrict,  to  accomplish  this  inesti¬ 
mable  purpose.  To  illustrate  and  prove  this  position,  the  following 
facts  are  respecifally  submitted: — In  New  York  and  Massacliusetts, 
works  are  in  progress  ol  pnb  icalion,  for  furnishing  school  libraries 
with  a  choice  selection  of  useful  books.  In  the  latter  Stale,  Marsh, 
Capen,  Lyon,  and  Webb,  are  printing  at  Boston,  under  the  sanction 
of  the  Massachusetts  Boat  d  of  Education,  a  collection  of  original  and 
selected  works,  entitled  the  Sthool  IJhrury.  The  following  extracts 
fro  n  their  adverlisenicnt  exhibit  a  brief  view  of  the  selection  :  “  The 
l..ibrary  will  embrace  two  series  of  50  volumes  each,  the  one  to  be 
in  ISino.,  averaging  from  250  to  280  pages  per  volume.  The  other, 
hi  12mo. ,  each  volume  containing  from  350  to  400  pages  ;  the  former, 
Gf  juvenile  series,  is  intended  fur  children  of  ten  or  twelve  years  of 
age,  and  under  ;  the  latter  for  individuals  of  that  age  and  upwards — 
in  other  words  for  advancerl  scholar?  and  their  parents.” 

“  The  library  is  to  consist  of  reading  and  not  school,  class  or  text 
books.  'I'he  design  being  to  furnish  youth  with  suitable  works  for  pe¬ 
rusal  (luring  their  leisure  hours  ;  works  that  will  interest  as  well  as 
instruct  them,  and  of  such  a  character  that  they  will  turn  to  them  with 
pleasure  when  it  is  desirable  to  unbend  from  the  studies  of  the  school 
room.” 

“  riie  plan  will  embrace  every*  department  of  science  and  literature, 
preference  being  given  to  works  relating  to  onr  own  country,  and 
illnstrative  of  the  history,  institutions,  manners,  customs,  &c.,  of  our 
own  people.  Being  intended  for  the  whole  community.” 

In  order  more  fully  to  show  the  design  of  these  enterprising  pub¬ 
lishers,  which  furnishes  to  the  book  piiblisliers  of  this  State  an  ex¬ 
ample  worthy  of  imitation,  a  list  of  tlie  works  already  published  and 
-of  those  in  the  course  of  publication,  will  be  found  in  the  appendix 
to  this  report. 

The  large  series  of  these  works,  neatly  executed  and  bound  in 
cloth,  with  leather  backs,  will  be  furnished  at  75  cents  per  volume, 
and  the  juvenile  series  at  40  cents  per  volume.  The  whole  cost  of 
100  volumes  v*'i!l  be  only  S57  50,  a  sum  which,  with  a  little  assist¬ 
ance  h'om  the  CommonwoaHh.  could  be  raised  with  the  greatest 
facility  in  many  of  our  school  districts  in  a  single  year,  and  in  all  of 
them  in  two  years.  From  this  view  of  the  subject,  all  difficulty  in 
the  way  of  accomplishing  this  desirable  object  vanishes,  and  the 
proof  is  clear,  that  a  persevering  effort  would  at  no  distant  period  fur¬ 
nish  to  evvry  inquiring  mind  in  this  great  Commonwealth  the  choicest 
treasures  of  knowledge. 

It  is  to  be  regretted,  that  the  practice,  which  prevails  to  a  great 
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extent  among  the  people,  w^ith  respect  to  other  departments  of  the 
government,  of  only  supervising  the  conduct  of  public  officers  when 
they  are  presented  for  re-election,  obtains  generally  in  the  relation 
which  subsists  between  the  inhabitants  of  school  districts  and  their 
directors.  Whatever  plausible  reason,  arising  from  the  distance 
to  which  the  officer  is  removed,  may  be  assigned  in  favor  of  the  for¬ 
mer,  none  can  be  advanced  to  justify  the  practice  in  the  latter  case. 
The  inhabitants  of  a  school  district  are  associated  together,  and  bound 
by  the  tenderest  ties,  to  secure  to  all  their  children  those  advantages 
of  education,  which  every  parent  is  so  solicitous  to  provide  for  his 
own  children.  The  election  of  directors,  and  the  ])ow'ers  conferred 
upon  them,  do  not  lessen  the  responsibility  of  the  citizens,  and  should 
not  diminish  that  anxious,  superintending  personal  care  which  springs 
from  the  love  of  offspring  and  the  desire  to  promote  their  happiness 
and  welfare.  If  this  care  abounded  more  in  the  several  districts,  the 
duties  of  directors  would  be  made  pleasant,  and  their  power  to  do 
good  by  advancing  the  cause  of  education,  would  be  greatly  multi¬ 
plied. 

The  views  which  directors  entertain  of  our  system,  its  beneficial 
effects,  and  some  suggestions  for  its  improvement,  may  be  found  in 
the  extracts  from  the  district  reports,  in  the  appendix,  marked  B.; 
they  form  an  interesting  commentary  upon  the  school  law  and  its 
practical  effects. 

That  there  is  great  interest  taken  in  the  subject,  and  that  a  laudable 
desire  prevails  in  many  districts  to  carry  out  the  intentions  of  the 
Legislature,  is  abundantly  proved  by  the  correspondence  on  file  in  this 
department.  The  Superintendent  has  cheerfully  performed  the  labo¬ 
rious  duty  of  answering  the  numerous  inquiries  of  directors  and  others, 
in  relation  to  the  true  meaning  of  the  law,  and  the  proper  mode  of 
executing  its  provisions,  and  in  adjusting,  to  the  extent  of  his  power, 
the  difficulties  which  have  arisen  in  the  several  districts. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

FRS.  R.  SHUNK, 

Sup.  Com.  Schooh, 

Secretary’s  Office,  Harrisburg,  > 

20//i,  1841.  ^ 
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APPENDIX  A. 

LIST  OF  COLLEGES,  ACADEMIES  AND  FEMALE  SEMINA  HIES 
WITH  THE  AMOUNT  OF  'STATE  APPROPRIATION  p\lD  TO 
EACH,  DURING  THE  YEAR  ENDING  NOVEMBER  1,  1S40 


COLLEGES. 

COUNTIES. 

receipts. 

Allegheny, 

Crawford,  - 

-  $750  00 

Dickinson,  -  -  - 

Cumberland,  - 

750  00 

Jefferson, 

Washington, 

-  1,000  00 

Madison,  -  -  - 

Fayette, 

500  00 

Marshall,  .  -  - 

Franklin,  - 

-  1,000  00 

Pennsylvania,  -  - 

Adams, 

750  00 

Washington,  -  -  - 

Washington, 

458  33 

University  of  Pennsylvania, 

Philadelphia, 

1,000  00 

Total, 

$6,208  33 

ACADEMIES. 

ACADEMIES. 

COUNTIES. 

receipts. 

Allentown, 

-  Lehigh, 

-  $150  00 

Attleborough, 

Bucks,  - 

300  00 

Athens,  -  - 

-  Bradford,  - 

-  625  00 

Bloomfield,  - 

Perry,  - 

150  00 

Bellefonte, 

-  Centre, 

-  -  400  00 

BeachwooQS, 

Luzerne, 

425  00 

Butler,  -  -  - 

-  Butler, 

500  00 

Beaver,  -  - 

Beaver,  - 

175  00 

Brookville, 

-  Jefferson,  - 

175  00 

Berwick,  .  .  - 

Columbia, 

350  00 

Clinton,  - 

Clinton,  - 

137  00 

Clearfield, 

-  Clearfield, 

500  00 

Chester  county,  - 

Chester,  - 

175  00 

Danville, 

-  Columbia, 

375  00 

Delaware,  -  -  - 

Pike, 

350  00 

Erie, 

-  Erie, 

500  00 

Franklin,  .  ,  - 

Susquehanna, 

500  00 

Franklin, 

-  Berks,  - 

475  00 

Green,  ... 

Greene, 

250  00 

Germantown,  -- 

Philadelphia,  - 

500  00 

Greensburg, 

Westmoreland,  - 

550  00 

Carried  forward, 

-  -  -  - 

$7,562  00 
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Brought  forward, 

_  _  -  - 

- 

$7,562 

00 

Grcersburg, 

- 

m 

Beaver, 

- 

- 

300 

00 

Huntingdon, 

- 

Huntingdon, 

- 

-  400 

00 

Harrisburg, 

• 

- 

Dauphin, 

- 

- 

266 

67 

Haver  ford  School, 

- 

Delaware,  - 

-■ 

-  375 

00 

Honesdale, 

- 

- 

Wayne, 

- 

- 

175 

00 

Indiatia, 

- 

Indiana,  - 

- 

-  429 

00 

Kitiamiing, 

- 

- 

Armstrong, 

- 

- 

475 

00 

Levvistown, 

- 

Mifflin, 

- 

500 

00 

Litiz, 

- 

- 

Lancaster 

- 

- 

375 

00 

Lancaster  County, 

- 

Lancaster, 

- 

-  225 

00 

Lebanon, 

- 

- 

Lebanon, 

- 

- 

425 

00 

Mercer, 

- 

Mercer, 

- 

450 

00 

Milford,  - 

«■ 

Pike, 

• 

- 

500 

00 

Mifflinburg,  - 

- 

Union, 

- 

100 

00 

Norristown, 

- 

- 

Montgomery,  - 

« 

• 

400 

00 

New  iiondon. 

m 

Chester,  - 

-  416 

66 

Orwigsburg,  - 

- 

• 

Schuylkill, 

- 

- 

475 

00 

Pottsiown,  - 

- 

Montgomery, 

- 

350 

00 

Poltsville  Institute, 

- 

- 

Schuylkill, 

- 

- 

500 

00 

Smethport,  - 

- 

iVI‘Kean,  - 

- 

425 

00 

Reading, 

- 

• 

Berks,  - 

- 

- 

125 

00 

Susquehanna, 

- 

Susquehanna,  - 

- 

-  425 

00 

Stroudsburg,  - 

- 

- 

Monroe, 

- 

- 

500 

00 

Sunbury, 

- 

Northumberland, 

- 

150 

00 

Towanda, 

- 

- 

Bradford, 

- 

- 

375 

00 

Tuscarora,  - 

- 

Juniata, 

- 

-  287 

00 

Union, 

- 

- 

Berks,  - 

- 

- 

300 

00 

Unionville,  - 

- 

Chester,  - 

- 

-  625 

00 

Venango, 

- 

- 

Venango, 

- 

- 

250 

00 

Warren, 

- 

Warren,  - 

- 

325 

00 

West  Chester, 

- 

- 

Chester, 

- 

- 

625 

00 

Wyoming,  - 

- 

Luzerne,  - 

- 

-  200 

00 

Waterford, 

- 

- 

Erie, 

- 

- 

625 

00 

Williamsport, 

- 

Lycoming, 

- 

500 

00 

Wellsborough, 

- 

- 

Tioga,  - 

- 

- 

300 

00 

York,  -  -  - 

• 

York, 

- 

-  500 

00 

Total, 

- 

-  •  »  • 

$21,237 
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SEMINARIES. 

COUNTIES. 

UECEIPIS. 

Butler,  - 

• 

Butler, 

-  $375 

00 

Brownsville, 

- 

- 

Fayette, 

- 

- 

325 

00 

Bellefonte, 

- 

- 

Centre, 

- 

-  2(>0 

00 

Carlisle, 

- 

- 

Cumberland,  - 

- 

- 

500 

00 

Chambersburg, 

- 

- 

Franklin,  - 

- 

230 

59 

Doanville,  - 

- 

- 

Armstrong,  - 

- 

- 

325 

09 

Danville, 

- 

- 

Columbia, 

- 

-  391 

67 

Erie,  - 

- 

- 

Erie, 

- 

- 

275 

00 

Edgeworth,  - 

- 

- 

Allegheny, 

- 

208 

32 

Greensburg,  . 

- 

- 

Westmoreland, 

- 

- 

325 

00 

Gettysburg,  - 

- 

- 

Adaftis, 

- 

- 

450 

00 

Harrisburg, 

- 

- 

Dauphin,  - 

- 

-  229 

16 

Honesdale, 

- 

- 

Wayne, 

- 

- 

350 

00 

Indiana, 

- 

- 

Indiana,  - 

- 

325 

00 

Ingham, 

- 

“ 

Bucks  - 

- 

458 

34 

Lancaster,  - 

- 

- 

Lancaster, 

- 

250 

00 

Lebanon, 

- 

- 

Lebanon, 

- 

- 

- 

300 

00 

Meadville,  - 

- 

- 

Crawford, 

- 

450 

00 

Montrose, 

- 

- 

Susquehanna, 

- 

- 

375 

00 

M‘Kean,  - 

% 

- 

Bradford,  - 

- 

175 

00 

New  Berlin,  - 

- 

- 

U nion,  - 

- 

- 

150 

00 

New  Castle, 

- 

- 

Mercer, 

- 

250 

00 

Orwigsburg,  - 

- 

- 

Schuylkill, 

- 

- 

300 

00 

Oxford, 

- 

- 

Chester,  - 

- 

-  300 

00 

Potlslown, 

- 

- 

Montgomery, 

- 

- 

75 

00 

Reading,  - 

- 

- 

Berks, 

- 

-  500 

00 

Sunbury, 

- 

- 

Northumberland, 

- 

- 

300 

00 

Stroudsburg, 

- 

- 

Monroe, 

- 

- 

400 

00 

Somerset, 

- 

- 

Somerset, 

- 

200 

00 

Washington, 

- 

- 

Washington,  - 

- 

- 

200 

00 

Wilkes-Barre, 

- 

- 

Luzerne,  - 

- 

125 

00 

Venango,  - 

- 

- 

Venango, 

- 

- 

275 

00 

York,  - 

- 

- 

York,  - 

- 

- 

375 

00 

Total, 

- 

- 

$9,977 
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APPENDIX  B. 

Extracts  from  the  Annual  District  Reports  for  the  School 

Year  1840. 

The  system  works  well— -opposition  has  entirely  ceased,  and  there 
IS  a  good  degree  of  excitement  among  the  youth,  lor  mental  improve¬ 
ment,  which  may,  in  a  great  measure,  be  ascribed  to  the  system  ;  for 
we  have  got  good  houses,  in  comparison  with  the  miserable  hovels 
we  formerly  had,  with  a  log  heap  in  one  end,  and  a  wide  cracky 
pasted  with  greasy  paper  in  the  other,  for  a  window.  We  have  got 
good  teachers  in  place  of  the  old  sots,  who  used  the  taws  or  cat  with 
nine  tails.  The  Secretary  of  the  Board  should  receive  some  compen¬ 
sation. — Mercer. 

Schools  are  open  double  the  time  that  they  were  before  the  adop¬ 
tion  of  the  system,  and  the  number  of  children  in  attendance,  twice 
as  great.  Directors  ought  not  to  receive  compensation  ;  that  man  be¬ 
trays  a  want  of  public  spirit,  who  is  unwilling  to  spend  one  or  two 
days  in  the  year,  for  the  good  of  his  children  or  neighbor. — Luzerne. 

Good  teachers  very  much  needed — the  Stale  should  take  measures 
to  furnish  teachers  that  will  do  honor  to  the  Huntingdon. 

Schools  in  good  order — progress  of  scholars  satisfactory- — system 
gaining  in  the  estimation  of  the  people. — Berks. 

The  system  itself  is  a  good  one — -the  deficiency  is  in  the  direc¬ 
tors. — Centre. 

There  is  an  increased  interest  in  education — system  decidedly  popu¬ 
lar — teachers  well  qualified— mode  (^f  conducting  the  schools  excel¬ 
lent— the  grand  defect  is  want  of  uniformity  in  the  books  used — Su¬ 
perintendent  should  recommend  a  set  of  hooks.— Chester. 

Directors  should  be  paid. — Erie. 

Competent  teachers  needed— female  teacher.s  superior  to  males— 
parents  should  be  compelled  to  educate  their  children. — Fayette. 

System  should  be  made  permanent — districts  compelled  to  levy  a 
tax,  at  least  equal  to  State  appropriation,  and  remaining  expenses  be 
charged  to  parents. — Adams. 

A  law  sliould  be  passed  requiring  the  school  tax  to  equal  the 
county  tax. — Centre. 

School  tax  should  be  based  on  the  county  rates. — -Delaware. 

Would  it  not  be  better  to  have  the  school  year  to  commence  on  the 
first  of  January  or  April  ? — Indiana. 

The  system  is  becoming  more  popular  every  d3.y.— Bucks. 

Variety  of  books  occasions  great  difficulty.— 


*The  county  in  which  the  district,  making  the  report,  is  situated. 


SCHOOL  REPORT.  1 5 

There  should  be  one  kind  of  books  throughout  the  State.— -Ct/r/i* 
btrland. 

The  time  for  admission  to  the  schools  should  be  altered  from 
four  to  six  years, — Lancaster, 

A  school  in  each  county  for  the  education  of  teachers,  is  needed. — 
Susquehanna, 

The  school  year  should  commence  on  the  first  of  January.— 
fVayne, 

The  system  in  general  does  well,  but  meets  with  much  opposition 
— the  system  should  be  made  permanent. — Attains, 

We  recommend  the  publication  of  a  “School  Journal,”  by  the 
Superintendent — Adams, 

System  sustained  by  a  large  majority — Directors  should  receive 
compensation. — Armstrong, 

First  of  September,  a  more  convenient  time  for  reporting — teach¬ 
ers  board  with  their  patrons  ;  this  not  included  in  the  item  salaries. — 
Bradford, 

All  direct  opposition  has  ceased — =weU  qualified  teachers  are  more 
numerous,  especially  females. — Chester^ 

Great  improvement  under  the  present  system. — Wayne, 

Slate  appropriation  should  he  increased — competent  teachers  need¬ 
ed — cannot  raise  sufficient  salary. — Cumberland, 

Reduce  the  Board  to  three  in  number,  and  pay. — Erie, 

Exceedingly  difficult  to  get  a  meeting  of  the  Board — it  should  be 
reduced  in  number. — Juniata, 

Pay  the  directors  one  dollar  per  day. — Chester, 

Compensation  to  teachers  is  not  adequate — a  'Common  School 
Journal  shoMild  be  published  under  the  supervision  of  the  Superinien- 
<lent — system  should  be  made  permanent. — -Lancaster^ 

A  high  school  is  needed  in  the  district. — Allegheny-, 

'Fhe  present  oppressive  system  of  taxation  will  be  the  downfall  of 
the  system — we  recommend  an  equal  amount  of  tax  to  be  levied  on 
-every  citizen. — Columbia, 

Directors  should  receive  compensation. — Indiana, 

The  system  should  be  made  permanent. — -Lancaster, 

It  is  the  unanimous  opinion  of  the  Board,  that  the  system  should 
be  permanently  established,  as  it  would  be  the  means  of  breaking 
down  that  opposition  which  has  heretofore  existed,  d'he  people  have 
now  become  reconciled  to  the  system,  and  would  be  ready,  and  are 
now  willing,  to  receive  it  permanently,  with  exception  of  a  small 
number,  who  still  oppose  it,  whenever  an  election  occurs — and  if  the 
•system  were  permanently  established,  they,  too,  would  lay  aside  their 
•opposition.  Competent  teachers  are  still  needed — a  seminary  for 
tlieir  education  should  be  established. —  Wc  wouhl  then  have  Penn¬ 
sylvania  te-achers,  with  Pennsylvania  feelings. — lAincaster, 
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The  character  of  teachers  has  improved. — Cambria. 

The  system  should  be  established  permanently — directors  shoirrd 
be  authorised  to  establish  a  high. school  in  each  district.— 

The  Common  School  system  ought  to  be  made  peimanent,  for 
more  reasons  than  one  ;  in  districts  iavorably  inclined  towards  the 
laWy  there  are  still  some  opposed,  and  they  are  generally  of  die  richer 
class,  who  exert  all  their  influence  to  thwart  the  measures  pursued  by 
the  directors,  and  who  harbor  the  idea  of  one  day  defeating  the  law 
altogether.  Were  it  made  permanent,  there  would  bo  little  or  no  dif¬ 
ficulty  in  raising  an  additional  lax,  and  the  school’s  could  be  kept 
open  for  a  greater  length  of  time  in  each  year.  We  would  sug^rest 
the  propriety  of  giving  the  directors  power  to  levy  an  additional  tax 
of  25  cents  on  all  who  hold  no  personal  property. — Huntingcl&ii. 

Impossible  to  proeAire  eompelent  teachers. — Ln2erne. 

The  system  gives  full  satisfaction. — Warren, 

The  system  is  well  liked. — Bradford. 

Furnish  blanks  for  teachers’  reports. — Erie. 

Reduce  the  Board  to  three  in  number,  and  allow  one  dollar  per  day 
fo  each  director — pay  the  Treasurer  five  per  cent,  on  receipts. —  Ve¬ 
nango. 

A  primary  school  for  the  education  of  beginners  should  be  estab¬ 
lished  in  each  district- — York. 

Competent  teachers  needed.- — Adams, 

Schools  in  a  flourishing  condition— directors  should  tax  Jub-districls- 
to  defray  the  expenses  of  con'Struetmg  school  houses. — Erie. 

Schools- are  crowded  by  persons  coming  in  from  other  districts  and 
settling  here— there  should  be  farther  restrictions  as  to  who  shall  be 
admitted. — Armstrong . 

System  should  be  made  permanent,  at  feast  for  ten  years. — Berks-. 

System  meets  with  general  approbation.- — Dauphin. 

There  is  a  manifest  improvement  in  the  system  < — Chester. 

The  Secretary  of  the  Board  should  receive  pay — provision  sltoukl 
Jbe  made  for  furnishing  poor  children  with  books,  as  under  the  old  law- 
— Cumberland - 

The  system  is  becoming  more  popular. — Greene. 

Competent  teacliers  needed — there  is  improvement  in  this  respect,, 
however. — Huntingdon, 

Forms  for  teachers’  reports  should  be  circulated. — Juniata, 

The  attendance  of  pupils  is  irregular— Board  should  be  authorized 
to  purchase  a  set  o>r  books. — TVestmoreland. 

Schools  in  a  very  prosperous  condition  — TVeslmoreland. 

l  egislature  should  establish  a  uniformity  in  books.- — Allegheny. 

Reduce  the  Board  to  three  in  number,,  and  allow  a  compensation . — - 
Beaver. 
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System  works  well — we  will  let  well  enough  alone — decidedly  prc‘ 
fer  female  teachers.  In  Ohio  the  teacher  pays  50  cents  for  his  article 
— might  he  not  pay  something  here  for  his  certificate  by  wav  of  com¬ 
pensation  to  the  Secretary  ? — Beaver. 

Directors  should  receive  a  compensation  of  one  dollar  per  clay — 
they  should  provide  books  for  each  school  house. — Juniata. 

Theie  should  be  an  uniformity  of  school  books  throughout  the 
State. —  fVurren. 

Reduce  the  Board  in  number  and  allow  a  compensation, — Ci/m- 
berland. 

Good  teachers  greatly  needed. — Luzerne. 

The  system  continues  to  be  popiilar—the  amount  of  instruction 
communicated  is  greater  than  formeiiy. — Northumberland. 

Sub-committees  should  be  abolished— -competent  teachers  are  need" 
ed. — Beaver. 

The  age  of  admission  should  be  limited  to  19  vears.— 

Let  the  directors  be  exempted  from  the  payment  of  school  tax  to 
an  amount  proportioned  to  their 'school  tax,,  but  in  no  case  to  exceed 
10  dollars.— -iiucA:-?. 

Directors  should  receive  compensation. ~-G/mo7er. 

The  system  works  well — alteiidance  much  more  frequent  than 
under  the  old  system. — Chester. 

Fewer  directors — more  money.' — Fayette. 

We  swggest  the  propriety  of  dispensing  wiilj  some  of  the  trifling 
offices  and  officers  of  government,  and  applying  the  money  to  the 
payment  of  directors. — Indiana. 

Competent  teachers  needed. — Schuylkill. 

We  have  good  teachers,  men  of  good  moral  habits,  and  qualified  to 
teach — the  system  is  gaining  rapidly  in  popularity.— 

The  system  is  becoming  more  lespectable  every  yeai-— directors 
take  a  warm  interest  in  its  continuance — teachers  are  generally  w’ell 
qualified.  German  teachers  are  \\CQ't\cd..—-~TVestm.oreland. 

There  are  now  in  operation  and  in  blooming  condition  in  this  district 
seven  schools,  each  containing  on  an  average  42  scholars.  Previous 
to  the  adoption  of  the  system  there  were  bu'  three  scliools,  containing  on 
an  average  30  scholars.  The  acceptance  of  tlio  system  should  bo 
enforced  in  every  district,  as  there  are  always  a  few  wealthy  men  wlio 
create  an  excitement  against  it. — Berks. 

The  appropriation  should  be  mcve^^c^.—NortJuimherland. 

The  formation  of  school  libraries  sliould  bo  encouraged— Superin¬ 
tendent  should  recommend  a  set  of  books.  Normal  scliools  should  be 
established. — Tioga. 

k.  poll  tax,  at  the  discretion  of  the  directors,  not  to  exceed  $1  50, 
should  be  authorized.  Let  the  Board  he  reduced  to  five  in  number, 
three  to  be  a  quorum.  We  recommend  that  the  practice  of  lioldit»g 
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elections,  affording  citizens  an  opportunity  to  reject  or  accept  the  sys- 
tein  be  abolished,  believing  that  the  lule  would  tend  to  the  advantage 
of  the  system,  and  create  harmony  and  co-operation  among  all  par¬ 
ties.  As  it  is  now,  the  opposers  of  the  system  glory  in  throwing 
obstacles  in  the  way,  in  order  to  render  it  unpopular,  and  as  we  do 
not  anticipate  the  system  will  ever  be  put  down  entirely,  we  do  sin¬ 
cerely  recommend  this  plan.  The  parties  are  nearly  balanced  in  this 
district,  and  of  course  the  excitement  is  very  warm  and  unpleasant,  to 
the  great  injury  of  the  system. — Westmoreland* 

Reduce  the  Board  to  one-half  its  present  number,  and  allow  a  com¬ 
pensation  for  services  rendered.— CrattybrJ, 

There  is  a  lack  of  uniformity  in  the  books  used» — Erie, 

The  system  is  rapidly  gaining  in  popular  esteem. — Indiana, 

Good  teachers  are  needed--^Secretary  should  be  paid.— Zwzemc. 

There  should  be  a  book  giving  detailed  directions  for  proceeding 
under  the  system.  It  requires  a  lawyer  to  understand  and  a  physician 
to  dissect  t!ie  present  law.- — Bradford. 

The  law  should  be  more  generally  distributed — a  copy  of  the  law 
now  in  force  should  be  in  the  hands  of  every  director. — Som.erset, 

We  judge  from  our  own  experience,  that  it  would  be  better  if  the 
Legislature  would  make  a  ffnal  settlement  of  the  system,  and  not  leave 
H  to  the  neighbors  to  quarrel  about. — Northumberland, 

'Lake  notice,  the  man  that  has  to  sperjd  eight  or  ten  days  in  the 
year  for  nothipg  and  ffnd  himself,  considers  jt  up-hill  business. — 
M'Kean. 

The  system  should,  by  all  means,  be  made  permanent-  Last  spring 
a  large  number  of  the  townships  in  this  county  rejected  it,  owing  to 
their  liaving  just  waded  through  the  expense  of  building,  and  not 
having  made  a  trial  of  the  utility  of  the  system.-^Gree;?e, 


APPENDIX  C. 

Ji  list  of  the  Works  already  published.,  and  of  others  in  the  course 
of  publicaUo7i ^  for  the  Massachusetts  School  Library. 

LARGE  SERIES. 

Life  of  Columbus, 

Paley’s  Natural  Theology, 

Lives  of  eminent  individuals  celebrated  in  American  history, 

The  Sacred  Philosophy  of  the  Seasons, 

Life  of  Washington, 

The  Pursuit  of  Knowledge  under  Difficulties, 

Human  Physiology, 
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Chemistry,  with  illustrative  wood-cuts, 

Astronomy, 

Natural  Philosophy, 

The  Useful  Arts, 

A  Familiar  Exposition  of  the  Constitution  of  the  United  Slates, 
Life  of  Dr.  Franklin, 

Selections  from  the  Writings  of  Franklin, 

Christianity  and  Knowledge, 

The  Lord  of  the  Soil,  or  Pictures  of  Agricultural  Life, 

Science  and  the  Arts, 

The  Farmers’  Companion, 

Geology  and  Mineralogy, 

Statistics  of  the  United  States, 

American  Trees  and  Plants, 

Moral  Effects  of  Internal  Improvements, 

Lives  of  the  Reformers, 

Biographical  Sketches  of  Distinguished  Females, 

History  of  Education, 

Do  Right  and  Have  Right, 

The  Fireside  Friend,  or  Female  Student. 

JUVENILE  SERIES. 

Pictures  of  Early  Life, 

Pleasures  of  Taste,  and  other  Stories, 

Means  and  Ends,  or  Self-training, 

The  Juvenile  Budget  Opened, 

Historical  Tales, 

Selections  from  the  Works  of  Mrs.  Barbauld, 

Scenes  in  Nature,  or  Conversations  on  Land  and  Water, 
Conversations  on  Political  Economy, 

New  England  Historical  Sketches, 

Conversations  and  Stories  by  the  Fireside, 

Selections  from  the  W'orks  of  Mrs.  Sherwood, 

Selections  from  the  Works  of  Maria  Edgworth, 

Chemistry  for  Beginners, 

Frederick  Haskill’s  Voyage  round  the  World, 

Biography  for  the  Young, 

The  Wonders  of  Nature, 

Works  of  Art, 

Country  Rambles, 

My  School  and  My  Teacher. 
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